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in the public expense. If public spirit does
voluntary subscriptions may aftbrci some aid ; but,
of this, 1 confess, 1 ain not very sanguine. Above
all, however, it is necessary to restore the Bank to
its former credit, to prevent any stipulation being:
made to prevent it from paying its just debts ; and
to restore to the country the blessings of peace. As
to the present measure, it must end in forced con-
tribution of income by forced disclosure, a thing1 ut-
terly irrecoucileuble to the spirit of a? tree and com-
mercial country., If assessors were to be appointed
arbitrarily to make assessments of the income of
every individual, which from the surveys already
made by the collectors, of the income of indivi-
duals, seems to be the design of ministeis, such a
mode of proceeding woold be a better criterion than
the assessed taxes. In my mind, no criterion at all,
however good it may be thought, can render the
principle tolerable. Those who, from the criterion
taken up by the minister this year have been eaug-ht,
will be careful in future to avoid any external
symptoms, by which on any future occasion they
might be assessd. It will occasion universal re-
trenchment, and, consequently, injure the reve-
nue by destroying- consumption. The effect of
this system of retrenchment will diminish the pub-
lic revenue by at least two millions. An arbitrary
assessment would be better thaw that taken on any
criterion, because the former would make it indiffe-
rent to the person contributing- whether he spent all
his income or not; while the latter would induce
him to avoid every appearance that could be made
the future standard of contribution. A coach-
maker, in Long-acre, would do wisely, if he could,
to give at once an hundred pounds, than a much
smaller sum which deprived him of his customers;
In the' same manner the watch-makers. Their em-
ployment was not taxed, because that would seem
to tax ingenious mechanics; but those who wore
watches were taxed, and many industrious mien